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ARTICLE 29 

 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF ZONING ORDINANCE 

29.1 ZONING ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.  The provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be administered and enforced by the Zoning Administrator (who 
may also be known as the Zoning Ordinance Enforcement Officer), and such other 
persons as the Township Board may designate. 

 
29.2 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR.  The Zoning Administrator shall be appointed by the 

Township Board for such term and subject to such conditions and at such rate of 
compensation as the Township Board shall determine.   

 
29.3 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR DUTIES:  The Zoning Administrator shall have the 

following duties and responsibilities: 

1. Investigation of Violations.  The Zoning Administrator shall investigate any 
alleged violation of the Zoning Ordinance coming to his or her attention.  If 
a violation is found to exist, the Zoning Administrator shall proceed in 
accordance with policies established by the Township Board and as 
otherwise provided by law. 

2. Inspections. The Zoning Administrator shall make periodic inspections of 
property subject to an approved site plan and/or special land use permit 
approval to ascertain that the requirements of this Ordinance are being 
complied with during the construction/implementation of the approved 
development.  

3. Administrative Review of Site Plans.  The Zoning Administrator shall 
review site plans and related materials as specified in Section 24.5 of this 
Ordinance.  

4. Issuance of Zoning Compliance Permits.  The Zoning Administrator shall 
review and act on applications for zoning compliance permits pursuant to 
Section 4.3 of this Ordinance, and for such other permit matters as the 
Zoning Administrator may be assigned responsibility by this Ordinance. 

5. Coordination with Building Official:  The Zoning Administrator shall 
promptly inform the Building Official of all issued and denied zoning 
compliance permits, and otherwise coordinate with the Building Official with 
respect to all permit applications reviewed by the Zoning Administrator 
under this Ordinance that may have implications for the responsibilities of 
the Building Official. 

6. Records.  The Zoning Administrator shall keep records of all inspections, 
applications and permits issued, with a notation of all special conditions 
involved.  The Zoning Administrator shall file and safely keep copies of all 
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plans, and a record of all fees submitted with applications.  The same shall 
form a part of the records of the office and shall be readily available.  

7. Other Duties.  The Zoning Administrator shall perform such additional 
duties related to administration and enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance 
as are prescribed by law or as may from time to time be assigned by the 
Township Board. 

8. Meeting Attendance.  The Township Board may require the Zoning 
Administrator to attend meetings of the Township Board, Planning 
Commission, and Zoning Board of Appeals, and keep the members of 
same informed of matters pertaining to zoning. 

29.4 VIOLATION AND SANCTIONS: 

1. Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any 
provision of this Ordinance, any administrative decision made under the 
Ordinance, or any permit or approval issued under the Ordinance, including 
any conditions imposed thereon, or who causes, allows, or consents to any 
of same, shall be deemed to be responsible for a violation of this Ordinance. 

2. Any person responsible for a violation of this Ordinance, whether as an 
owner (by deed or land contract), lessee, licensee, agent, contractor, 
servant, employee, or otherwise, shall be liable as a principal.  Each day 
that a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. 

3. Any violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a basis for injunctive relief to 
compel compliance with the Ordinance and/or to restrain and prohibit 
continuation of the violation, or other appropriate relief in any court of 
competent jurisdiction, in addition to any other relief or sanction herein set 
forth or allowed by law. 

4. A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction as defined by 
Michigan statute and shall be punishable by a civil fine determined in 
accordance with the following schedule: 

  Minimum 
 fine 

1st offense      $150.00 
2nd offense     $325.00 
3rd or subsequent offense    $500.00 

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which may include all expenses, 
direct and indirect, which the Township has incurred in connection with the 
municipal civil infraction. 
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29.5 NUISANCE PER SE:  Any building or structure which is erected, moved, placed, 
reconstructed, razed, extended, enlarged, altered, maintained or used, and any 
use of a lot or land which is begun, maintained or changed in violation of any term 
or provision of this Ordinance, is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se subject 
to abatement pursuant to MCL 125.3407 and as otherwise provided by law. 

29.6 AUTHORITY TO COMMENCE LEGAL ACTION:  The Township Supervisor, the 
Zoning Administrator, and such other persons as the Township Board may 
properly designate, may institute such legal actions or proceedings as may be 
appropriate to prevent, enjoin, abate, remove or to sanction any violation of this 
Ordinance; provided that actions in the Circuit Court shall be authorized by the 
Township Board. 

29.7 APPLICATION FEES: The Township Board is authorized to establish, by motion, 
fees for consideration of all applications for a permit or other approval by the 
Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, or 
Township Board under this Ordinance or a related statute, including but not limited 
to:  zoning compliance permit, special land use, site plan review, variance, 
ordinance interpretation, appeal of Zoning Administrator determination, rezoning 
of property, amendment of Zoning Ordinance text, or amendment of Master Plan 
(text or map).  The fees may be established at different levels for matters being 
considered at a regular meeting and matters being considered at a special 
meeting; and may be established as a flat fee or based on all actual costs incurred 
by the Township with respect to processing and consideration of the matter, with 
specified deposit and escrow amounts.  All such fees applicable to a particular 
application shall be paid to the Township Clerk in order for the application to be 
considered administratively complete and processed for consideration.  Such 
fees may be changed by motion of the Township Board at any lawful meeting, and 
may take effect immediately or upon such later date as the Board may specify. 
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